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read: Of: “Fumor: "raills. ‘and: the ‘sliver. 
amy, o£: ‘phantom ~ “spiders, the. tales: 
sréad like steam fromthe séwers . and: 
wunds. from ithe keyholés.7 fice. 
“They. are ‘born both of. fact spoken. ty! 
¢ ‘innocent ‘who, want, to. Kelp. and fic": 

red: b; the. gui 


shed; and’ as yet: ahproven stories: are | 
surished ‘in the tortured ‘brains of: 
:porters,. ‘politicians, ‘and. conspiracy | 
-eaks who believe the full story of the: 
randal which felled a President has yet 


EW HAVE © ever: -gapeabe in print 

= fact, or’ for. that matter, ever’ will. : 

nit ‘they have taken on lives of their | 

sn and their: newsworthiness is hardly: : 
gauge of money ‘and manpower spent 
pursuit of them.” 

As simple as homemade sin or bizarre | 


nough to test the wildest imagination, * 


ese tales almost always center around 
tit”? being what “they” were try- 
g to‘cover up with all that lying, and 
“hey” being whoever | was ying at the 
nes, , ‘ 
‘With the ie vastigattons into the Cen- 
-al Intelligence Agency [CIA], the 
>ookiest of all spooky things in Wash- 
zgton, has come a whole new rash of 
N85, leads, and tips—all.of which, of 
aurse, lead to ‘it.” 
The principal characters in "most of 
nem are former, President’ Richard 
dixon, who bears the ultimate responsi- : 
ility for keeping “it” secret; Richard 
alms, former CIA director and now 
S. ambassador to Iran, whose ac- 
suats of his own participation are as 
“entiful as Mother Goose ‘nursery 
aymes, and ex-CIA man E. Howard 
“unt, whose failure to get anyone to 
slieve him may make him one of the 
nost mysterious characters in Ameri-_ 
ahistory.. i ° a 
_One of the hottest “new” scenarios is 
mn old one. The real reason the White 
“ouse tried so hard to cover up the 
Fatergate burglary is: 
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“and Nixon when: Hunt was-the CIA po- 
litical liaison in the planning of the Bay 
of Pigs invasion and Nixon was head- 
ing the National Security Council as) 
Vice President in 1960. . 


SUPPORTING evidence if plentiful.! 
| In a conversation five days after the! 
| Watergate break-in, H.R. Haldeman, 

Nixon's chief of staff, tells the Presi-! 
' : dent that the CIA and Helms will cobp-| 
‘erate in coverup: efforts because “it: 


tracks back to the Bay of Pi and | Pert 
y es | relations firm in Wasldngton that perved: 


the whole Hunt problem. eh 


SAY least “one ' Matergate-cornected: 
‘lawyer has’a ‘piece: of brush for this | 
: fire. His client, he: discreetly tells asso-' 
ciates, lied - “about the CIA’ because Nix: ' 


‘on was more’ afraid of the ‘ ae PO 


And" there are numerous Peiteesta 


“who ‘were involved in the Bay of Pigs 


‘affairwho say they are sure Hunt 
‘briefed the then-Vice President Nixon 


several times. Some say he also briefed - 


President John F, Kennedy, who was 


let in on the planned invasion—to Nix-’ 


én’s. dismay, shortly before the ae 
Presidential election. 
“But the connection runs into trouble 


when:, {1] Nixon. denies it; [2] Hunt. 


denies it, and [3]: nobody who was con- 
nected with the Bay of Pigs operation 
can say they remember seeing Hunt and 
Nixon in the same. meeting. 

The list of “ifs” is endless. Some are 
epic. 

In the same Sonverestion which 
spawned The Hunt Connection, there 
are indications that CIA Director 
Helms was more than .willing to go 
along with the coverup. But he didn’t, 
or at least he says he didn’t. 


a "The Hunt Connection—A elie mci 
jal relationship. developed between Hunt 


ae 


taany 


@ 
’ ‘with.supporting evidence, as there are ay Hunk, 


. differing sworn accounts by CIA offi-: Cia Ye O apy 


** cials. 


ly credible investigators is ‘that Helms 
- indeed. was willing to go along. This is 
. supported by sworn testimony that .¢ 
- Helms ordered other CLA officials to 
withhold evidence from the FBI and 


‘indications that he committed perjury Oat WA A 


on more than one occasion. 


Even more damning is evidence that C oltg 


the agency was being kept informed of 
Hunt's activities in the White House, 
both by Hunt and by another member 
- of the Watergate break-in crew, Euge- 
nio Martinez, who Was still on a CLA. 


by aa 


ied “after all, didn’t Helms once approve 


a $20,000 loan from agency funds for: 


Hunt and didn’t he help Uunt get a job 
with Robert R. Mullen & Co., a public 


as a CIA cover? 


But if all that ‘fs true, why | ‘was 
Helins fired by Nixon? Why didn’t the 
CIA ultimately take responsibility for 
the break-in? Wasn’t it CLA resistance : 
‘ that helped uncover alerpts to ob- . 
struct justice? - - 
* Qne_ high-ranking CIA official, ah: 
. was in a position to know, offers this 
explanation: Helms was fired for refus- 
ing to claim the Watergate burglary 
team and to use secret CIA funds to 
buy their silence. i 


“RICHARD WEL MS ts the shrewdest 
[man int Washington, "says tho official, 
+ “Ife would automatically do everything * 
he could. to make the White House ‘be 
li¢ve he was cooperating and at the 
Same time figure out a way not to do 
it, But when he got the call from the - 


.. President asking him to use the money, 


there was nothing left to do but refuse, 
:That call is what Hey re trying to cov- | 
erup.? -. F i. 


“That's “Ut,” all right. ‘Helms eeare. 
“Deep Throat” for Washington Post re- 
porters Carl Berstein and Bob Wood- 
-ward, feeding information to the news- 
paper personally or thru ‘Robert Ben-- 


. fee ‘a Mullen eee official’ ty the 


pay ofthe CIA, fe 1 well 
it Did the CIA oficial ‘hear the: call? 
‘No. Did Helms tell him about it? No. 

“Hell, no,” says an associate: “All 
Helms was trying to do was protect the , 
“agency. What Helms was really afraid 
‘of is what is happening now. Investiga- 
:tlons: of the CIA uncovering violations” 
‘of its ‘charter, What the CIA feared 
;most is that everyone would find out it 
‘was carrying out domestic spying,” 


The CIA has obviously been trying to 
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One line. being pursued by some fair-: iN \Xon, [Ri 
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